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MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on
Monday the 2nd  March 2026 at Cottam Community Centre Haydocks Lane commencing at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs Butler, Rayfield, Whitham, Brown, Jewell, McFarlane,
Smith, Parker, Bielas-Barnes, Jonas and Harper
There was one member of the public present
12/26                To receive apologies

Cllrs Lambert and Coward

13/26                To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 19th January 2026

It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 19th January 2026 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record

14/26                To receive Declarations of Interest

Cllrs Smith, Parker and Harper disclosed personal and prejudicial interest in item 11 on the agenda due to their close association with the Community Centre who had applied for funding. They all left the room and did not take part in the debate or voting on this item.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                 
15/26                To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion

No representation was made by the member of the public present.

16/26                To approve the following payments:

	19/01/2026
	GGS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	136
	
	1187.20

	19/01/2026
	SLCC SUBSCRIPTION
	
	
	137
	
	126.34

	19/01/2026
	SANDERSON AND SONS  HEDGE CUTTING
	
	
	138
	
	172.80

	20/01/2026
	EON NEXT ELECTRIC
	
	
	139
	
	29.81

	27/01/2026
	FITZPATRICK LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	140
	
	567.00

	27/01/2026
	AT CROSS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	141
	
	793.05

	27/01/2026
	A BARTLETT LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	142
	
	504.00

	27/01/2026
	A PARTRIDGE LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	143
	
	567.00

	27/01/2026
	GGS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	144
	
	1279.95

	31/01/2026
	BANK CHARGES
	
	
	145
	
	9.45



It was resolved that the payments referred to above should be approved

17/26               To appoint Sandra Wiseman as the internal auditor for 2025/26 at a fee of £200.00 and approve the Terms of Reference and  Suggested Testing Methodology the relative documents having already been circulated to members under separate cover.

It was resolved that Sandra Wiseman should be appointed as the Internal Auditor at a fee of £200 and that the documentation referred to above should be approved

18/26              To consider / approve the following documents which had been circulated to members under separate cover:

· The Councils Risk Management Policy Statement 2026
· The Councils Risk Management Register 2026
· The Councils Asset Register 2026
· The Review of the Effectiveness of the Internal Audit and Internal Control 2026

It was resolved that the documentation referred to above should be approved.

19/26               To consider and approve that the Lengthsman contract hourly rate of pay currently set at £18.55 per hour should be increased roughly in line with inflation (CPI) currently at 3% to a figure of £19.15 per hour

It was resolved that the Lengthsman contract hourly rate of pay should be set at £19.15 per hour with effect from 1st April 2026 as referred to above

20/26               To consider and approve that the Assistant Lengthsman contracts should be renewed for a further 12 months and that the hourly rates of pay, currently at £12.60 per hour and £15.55 per hour, should be increased roughly in line with inflation (CPI), currently at 3%  to figures of £13.00 and £16.00 per hour.

It was resolved that the Assistant Lengthsman contracts should be renewed as referred to above

21/26               To consider and approve a revised (enclosed) Grant Awarding Policy which clarifies that CIL funding applications may be considered on a slightly different basis from Precept Grants

It was resolved that the revised Grant Awarding Policy referred to above should be approved and adopted.

22/26               To consider the enclosed quotations in respect of the ‘in principle’ agreement to pay for toilet refurbishment at the Cottam Community Centre (minute 78/25) – The Community Centre Chairman has confirmed verbally that they are happy to proceed with the quotation of £17965.82 which can now be allocated from CIL funds.

It was resolved that the quotation of £17965.82 should be accepted and a budget allocated from CIL funds.

23/26              To consider the enclosed correspondence from Preston City Council and decide whether this Council might wish to allocate CIL funds to replace the ‘slide’ which is scheduled to be removed. Maps and photos are enclosed. Please note that this site has only two pieces of equipment and that our Lengthsman team have indicated that the site is little used due to its location at the very extremity of the Parish Boundaries.

It was resolved that in view of the likely soon to be released strategic plan for play areas across the city it was not appropriate to commit funding which might soon be overtaken by future events.

24/26              To consider the proposed Article 4 Direction (documents enclosed) and decide what ,if any, response might be made by this Council.

It was resolved that this Council should support the proposed Article 4 Directive.

25/26              To consider the Local Government Reorganisation Consultation (see enclosed) – This is a public consultation however provision has been made for Town and Parish Councils to provide a response as an organisation if they so wish. Should this Council wish to do so it will be necessary for the Council to agree their recommendation for one of the proposals and respond to the consultation questions which are shown on the enclosed documentation which also provides links to the proposals themselves and the consultation questionnaire. Members are able to make personal responses irrespective as to whether this Council chooses to do so as a corporate entity.

It was resolved that since there were several options and individual members may have differing views it was not appropriate for this Council to provide any corporate response but that it encouraged all members to complete the survey in their personal capacity.

26/26              To note that the next meeting is scheduled for the 30th March 2026

It was noted that the next meeting is scheduled for the 30th March 2026.
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