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MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on
Monday the  19th January 2026 at Cottam Community Centre Haydocks Lane commencing at 7.30pm

Present: Cllrs Butler, Rayfield, Whitham, Lambert, Brown, Coward, 
Jewell, McFarlane and Smith
There was one member of the public present.

01/26                To receive apologies

Cllrs Parker, O’Donnell and Harper

02/26                To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 1st December 2025 (enclosed)

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st December 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and accurate record

03/26                To receive Declarations of Interest  

None      
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
04/26                To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion

The meeting was adjourned

City Councillor Ward mentioned the historic oak tree known locally as the Ancient Oak which was thought to be around six hundred years old. He felt that some tree work might be necessary and asked if any member knew those to whom it actually belonged. It was suggested that it was located on LCC land to whom he should make contact. He also mentioned the loss of trees locally due to development and felt that many were probably worthy of  being protected by TPOs.

The meeting was reconvened

05/26                To approve the following payments:

	04/12/2025
	AT CROSS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	112
	
	948.55

	04/12/2025
	A PARTRIDGE LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	113
	
	756.00

	04/12/2025
	A BARTLETT LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	114
	
	567.00

	04/12/2025
	GGS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	115
	
	1261.40

	04/12/2025
	SANDERSONS  GRASS CUTTING
	
	
	116
	
	768.00

	04/12/2025
	S FITZPATRICK LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	117
	
	611.10

	04/12/2025
	SAVOY TIMBER LENGTHSMAN MATERIALS
	
	
	118
	
	49.68

	12/12/2025
	 A BARTLETT LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	119
	
	378.00

	12/12/2025
	A PARTRIDGE LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	120
	
	315.00

	12/12/2025
	S FITZPATRICK LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	121
	
	189.00

	12/12/2025
	A CROSS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	122
	
	311.00

	12/12/2025
	GGS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	123
	
	1298.50

	12/12/2025
	WC MCWHITTLE 3RD QTR SALARY
	
	
	124
	
	3077.20

	12/12/2025
	HMRC 3RD QTR
	
	
	125
	
	2553.78

	12/12/2025
	VISION ICT WEB HOSTING EMAILS & SUPPORT
	
	
	126
	
	671.22

	23/12/2025
	EON NEXT ELECTRICITY
	
	
	127
	
	18.73

	29/12/2025
	S FITZPATRICK LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	128
	
	189.00

	29/12/2025
	A BARTLETT LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	129
	
	252.00

	29/12/2025
	A PARTRIDGE LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	130
	
	189.00

	29/12/2025
	COTTAM COMM ASSOC ROOM HIRE
	
	
	131
	
	35.00

	29/12/2025
	A T CROSS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	132
	
	186.60

	29/12/2025
	GGS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	133
	
	1001.70

	29/12/2025
	BG FENCING LENGTHSMAN MATERIALS
	
	
	134
	
	17.50

	31/12/2025
	BANK CHARGES
	
	
	135
	
	8.40



It was resolved that the payments referred to above should be approved

06/26                 To receive and approve the enclosed Financial Statement as at the 31st December 2025

It was resolved that the Financial statement referred to above should be approved


07/26                 To consider whether it would be appropriate for this Council to form a small working group to investigate potential uses for the Council’s CIL monies and if so, appoint a number of members to form part of that group.

It was resolved that a working group consisting of Cllrs Butler, Coward, Rayfield, Harper and Brown should be formed to investigate potential uses for the Council’s CIL monies. Cllr Butler agreed to set up an initial meeting whilst the Clerk agreed to provide guidance on the use of CIL funds and a list of current projects that were still under investigation.

08/26                To consider the enclosed quotation for the erection of fencing on part of the south side of Jubilee Park so as to mask the unsightly fencing which is owned by local residents. The new fence will not be a replacement of the existing fence but a new fence on the land owned by Preston City Council thus creating a barrier between it and the residents existing fence thus improving the visual aspect and reducing incidents of anti-social behaviour. Various attempts have been made to mask the existing fence with planting however these have been unsuccessful.
                          Some members may recall that a couple of years ago a similar request was considered and agreed, however Preston City Council had concerns that this would create problems with a no man’s land between the new fence and the existing. Further discussions with them have indicated that by erecting the new fence closer to the existing fence it may be acceptable to them and an approach has been made for formal agreement should this Council wish to commit CIL funds to undertake the works. 
                          A budget request from CIL funds is requested so that progress can be made of £11725 plus a contingency of 10% for the cost of removing some of the fallen existing resident fence which is currently on Preston City Council land and will need to be removed before the new fence can be erected, as set out in the quotation received.

It was resolved that subject to the approval of Preston City Council the fence as proposed above should be erected and a budget of £11725.00 allocated from CIL monies

09/26                 To exclude the public and press under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted below.

It was resolved that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting in respect of the following item of business

10/26                 To consider the applications, which has been sent out under separate cover to fill the two casual vacancies which can now be filled by co-option

It was resolved that Dr A C Bielas-Barnes and Dr Udeme Jonah should both be co-opted as members of this Council

11/26                 To note that the next meeting is scheduled for the 2nd March 2026.

It was noted that the next meeting is scheduled for the 2nd March 2026
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