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MINUTES of the PARISH COUNCIL MEETING held on
Monday the  6th October 2025 at Cottam Community Centre Haydocks Lane commencing at 7.30pm
Present: Cllrs Butler, Parker, Rayfield, Smith, Whitham, Harper, Coward.
There were two members of the public present.

61/25               To receive apologies

Cllrs, Jewell, Lambert, McFarlane, Brown and O’Donnell

62/25               To consider and approve the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 1st September 2025 (enclosed)

It was resolved that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st September 2025 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct and accurate record.

63/25               To receive Declarations of Interest  

Cllr Parker declared a personal and prejudicial interest in items 6 and 8 on the agenda since she lives in the immediate vicinity of Miller Green. She left the room and did not take part in the debate or voting on these matters   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
64/25               To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion

A member of the public who introduced himself as a member of Newton with Clifton Parish Council addressed the Council regarding the two current offshore windfarms proposed in the Irish Sea being the Morgan and Morecambe Wind Farm and the East Irish Sea Transmission Project. The former was already at the public examination stage, and he stated that Fylde Parish Councils whilst not in opposition to the windfarm in principle were concerned as to the land cable routes which would have an adverse effect on their areas. They felt that there was an alternative route using a substation further north rather than the one at Penwortham which would be much less expensive. They were making appropriate representations. In respect of the EISTP he confirmed that this was still at the scoping stage and might well involve parts of Lea Town depending upon which cabling route was chosen. There are two possible routes being proposed at the present time. There will be further consultations once the preferred option is decided. He went on to say that he had come to this meeting to make the Council aware of the propositions. It was confirmed that all communications from both developments had been circulated to Lea and Cottam Parish Council members for their information and that the former did not affect this Parish and the second would be considered should the preferred route selected have any impact on them.

A member of the public raised concerns regarding the proposed contribution to PCC for Open Space maintenance which had again been requested at the same figure as in previous years. It was confirmed that playground maintenance as outline in the SLA was the responsibility of PCC as the landowners despite this Council contributed to overall costs and had done so for many years. It was confirmed that this Council had an ongoing dialogue with PCC who had maintained equipment as and when required in accordance with the SLA – no equipment had to this Council’s knowledge been removed. It was confirmed that the proposed consultation with regard to playgrounds in the Cottam area had not yet been undertaken and that this Council had no corporate view as to what might be appropriate for the future since no formal proposals had been put forward. In the meantime, PCC continue to maintain the equipment. The resident was asked to advise the Clerk of any equipment that was currently out of use and had not yet been replaced so that an up to date position could be ascertained at the next formal meeting with PCC which is due soon in accordance with the SLA assuming that this Council agree to the financial contribution requested for the financial year to be discussed later at this meeting.

65/25               To approve the following payments:

	11/08/2025
	 BARTLETT LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	56
	
	756.00

	11/08/2025
	CLAREMONT AQUATIC FOUNTAIN COTTAM WAY
	
	
	57
	
	4383.00

	11/08/2025
	FITZPATRICK LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	58
	
	756.00

	11/08/2025
	GGS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	59
	
	2522.80

	11/08/2025
	PARTRIDGE LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	60
	
	756.00

	11/08/2025
	SANDERSONS GRASS CUTTING
	
	
	61
	
	3360.00

	11/08/2025
	CROSS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	62
	
	940.77

	11/08/2025
	SAVOY TIMBER LENGTHSMAN MATERIALS
	
	
	63
	
	37.96

	19/09/2025
	EON ELECTRIC SUPPLY
	
	
	64
	
	17.30

	28/08/2025
	SANDERSONS GRASS CUTTING
	
	
	65
	
	1536.00

	28/08/2025
	SAVOY TIMBER LENGTHSMAN MATERIALS
	
	
	66
	
	18.40

	28/08/2025
	GGS LENGTHSMAN TEAM
	
	
	67
	
	1446.90

	28/08/2025
	PFK LITTLE JOHN EXTERNAL AUDIT FEE
	
	
	68
	
	756.00

	31/08/2025
	BANK CHARGES
	
	
	69
	
	7.35



It was resolved that the payments mentioned above should be approved


[bookmark: _Hlk210720543]66/25                To consider the following report concerning tree risk management on Miller Green and approve that Ken Linford of Tree Check Ltd should undertake a formal risk assessment at a cost of £550 (to be allocated from CIL funds) and produce a report as to what works, if any, are required in order to meet this Council’s duty of care in respect of tree safety and management.

 Concern was recently raised regarding potential safety issues in connection with the nine trees that form part of the east side of Miller Green relating to overhead telecommunication cables being close to tree branches which in some cases go through the tree canopies and the potential danger of small branches falling and causing injury during windy weather.

As a result, the Clerk has taken the following action:

1. Openreach were informed of the concern regarding the telecommunication cables. They attended the site the following day and reported that cables of this nature quite often go through tree canopies and that they did not consider that there was any action that needed to be taken.

2. Enquiries were made with regard to the responsibility of landowners where trees were present on their land. There is no statutory requirement for tree inspections at regular intervals, however there is a general ‘duty of care’ to ensure that reasonable action is taken should issues such as disease, split branches or trunks become evident, which could reasonably be assessed as a potential danger. Having spoken to PCC their internal policy requires a regular examination of their tree stock, and they recommend that a qualified arborist is engaged to do a report for this Council and that any works needed thereafter, if any, are undertaken so as to protect the Council should any incident occur.

Tree Check Ltd have been used by Hutton Parish Council and Longton Parish Council to do similar reports as these parishes own several woodland areas and undertake formal four yearly inspections as part of their risk management strategy.

It was resolved that the Ken Linford of Tree Check Ltd should undertake a formal risk assessment at a cost of £550 (to be allocated from CIL funds) and produce a report as to what works, if any, are required in order to meet this Council’s duty of care in respect of tree safety and management.


67/25                To consider the enclosed quotations which have been provided through Preston City Council relating to enhancement works on Jubilee Park Recreation Ground by installing new bases to the existing Basket Swing and Hip Hop See Saw, approve the setting of a budget from CIL funds and authorise the works to be carried out as soon as practicable. Photos of the existing badly worn areas are also enclosed.

It was resolved that the quotation of £7971.00 plus Vat should be accepted in respect of the above enhancement proposals to be taken from CIL monies and instructions should be given for the works to be carried out as soon as practicable.

68/25               To consider the following report and recommendation that a full drainage investigation at a cost of approx £2000 is undertaken before any commitment to overall drainage works are given for Miller Green.

                        It was resolved minute 59/25 that further information was required before any decision could be made relating to the installation of drainage to the south side of Miller Green. Discussions have taken place with the proposed contractor who is saying is that he was NOT aware of flooding in roadway adjacent to the South West corner of Miller Green and that this might affect connection to UU surface water drainage system which is covered as 'extras' if needed in the original quotation.
 
                       The contractor believes that there remains a real chance that there may be existing potential outlets which might mean no need for 'extras' anyway HOWEVER he strongly suggests that in view of the large costs that are involved it would be prudent first of all for those investigation works to be undertaken, and a full detailed report be provided by them before any further commitment is made. The cost of this investigation was already included in the original quotation, but the suggestion is that it is now done as a ‘stand along’ commitment first at a cost of approx £2K (to be allocated from CIL funds) The result of this investigation would then inform any further decision on the proposed drainage project.
 
It was resolved that the suggestion of undertaking a full investigation at a cost of approx £2K should be undertaken so as to inform any future decision with regard to Miller Green. The consultation with residents, previously mentioned, is to be undertaken by way of our next newsletter due out in the near future.


69/25                To consider the enclosed request from Preston City Council that Lea and Cottam Parish Council contribute the sum of £32812 towards open space maintenance costs for the financial year 2025/26, being the same amount that has been contributed for the past several years. A copy of the usual Open Space Maintenance Contribution Agreement is also enclosed.

It was resolved that the requested contribution should once again be made and that as part of the SLA the Annual  Independent Inspection Reports relating to Play Equipment should be provided to the Council

70/25                To note that the next meeting is scheduled for the 1st  December 2025.

It was noted that the date of the next meeting is scheduled for the 1st December 2025
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